Georgia Academy of Science

Council Meeting Minutes

13 Mar 2015

Attendees:

Al Mead

Susan Kirkpatrick-Smith
Bob McDonough         

Joseph Sloop

Koushik Banerjee 

Shane Webb

Linda Jones

Ghislain Mandouma   
Dave Bechler

Richard Schmude
Seyed Hosseini

1.  Call to order was conducted by Richard Schmude, Jr. at 12:05 pm.

2. Business

a.  Treasurer’s Report – issued to council.  

b.  Local Arrangements – Try to get students to stay for the Keynote Speaker this evening.  Koushik Banerjee went over the events for the Saturday presentations.  

Order of events tomorrow for the Luncheon:

a.  Award ceremony/Luncheon (12:00-1:00) 

b.  Business MTG (following Lunch)

c.  Secretary issued report – minutes from the last teleconference approved and adopted.  Plenary session minutes from 2014 were distributed via email to committee members.  Section report formats were distributed to the section chairs for completion by the plenary session.  Participation certificates provided to the section chairs for issue immediately following presentation.

Motion was made to not judge posters this year.

d.  The president noted several election related items:

Paul Arnold – voted in as president-elect.

Susan Kirkpatrick-Smith – voted in as Vice President 

Neal Chesnut - Councilor-at-large

Linda Jones- Councilor-at-large

Joseph Sloop - voted to continue at as Secretary through 2017

Jim Nienow - voted to continue at as Treasurer through 2017

e.  Issues brought before the council for a vote:


1.  Poster awards will not be given this year – voted on and accepted.


2.  Replacement for John Aliff as Editor-in-Chief of Georgia Journal of Science, Dave Bechler - voted on and accepted.


3.  Motion to remove mention of the Junior Academy from the Academy Bylaws and constitution – tabled until legalities are determined.

f. Dave Bechler, the new GAS journal editor spoke about the plan to digitize the journal.  Reduces cost substantially, provided handout and discussed with council members.  President-Elect will send him a copy of the 1-28-15 Council meeting minutes which included persons willing to serve as reviewers.  See attached handout.

g. Meeting venue for next year.    Richard Schmude, Jr. confirmed that Gordon State will host the Conference in 2016.  Young Harris College might be interested in hosting the 2017 conference, but this will require confirmation at the next Council Meeting.

h.  Bob McDonough brought up issues related to the Junior Academy and Constitution.  The Science fair, Science Olympiad and Science Bowl are active science venues; regional colleges have science activities for high school students.  Given these venues, GAS actions to reassert a Junior Academy of Science would dilute these high school student presentation venues and likely be fruitless.  He requested the Council consider dissolving the Junior Academy.  A possibility for including high school students might be through institutions that have joint enrollment of high school students who engage in section related research. Questions were raised by the President-Elect regarding the legality of removing the Junior Academy from the constitution and the monies apportioned to the J.A.    In addition, Bob asked that the Council consider having a committee establish Conference Poster setup/standards/ judging.  The GAS President-elect stated that he would charge the Academy Improvement Committee with this task.  In addition, the President-elect asked the Council their opinion on Webpage recognition of Annual meeting winners and pictures for Academy officers.  The council concurred.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:05 pm.

