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Council Meeting Minutes

1 April 2016

Attendees:

-Paul Arnold
            -Susan Kirkpatrick-Smith    -Bob McDonough       

-Joseph Sloop
            -Brian Schwartz 
          -Shane Webb
        Barry Hojjatie

-Linda Jones
            -Javier Hasbun
                       -Ajith DeSilva

-Richard Schmude     -Charlie Swor

                       -Mike Sakuta 
             

-Seyed Hossani           -Mark Graves


1.  Call to order was conducted by Shane Webb at 11:20 am.

2. Business


a.  Secretary’s Report – Minutes from the 15 Jan 2016 teleconference were presented to the Council.  The Secretary made a motion to approve and adopt the minutes.  The minutes were adopted by the Council.  Plenary session minutes from 2015 were distributed via email to committee members.  Section report formats were distributed to the section chairs for completion by the plenary session.  Participation certificates provided to the section chairs for issue immediately following presentation.  Secretary plans to occupy Room IC 103. And will be there to accept section reports.  It was stated that the section oral presentation winners needed to be provided to the Secretary as quickly as possible to allow time for award certificate preparation.  Judging also came up and Amanda Duffus was coordinating that effort.

b.  Treasurer’s Report – Update was issued to council.  Comparative figures from last year were published.  

c.  Election Results
Sandra Rucker – Jennifer Mook voted in as the new Councilor-at-Large

Sections 3, 5, 7, 8 –need to have a vote on Secretary

d.  Local Arrangements (Richard Schmude, Jr.) – 158 registered, will have some walk-ins.  Teaching Matters is also meeting today.  Try to get students to stay for the Keynote Speaker this evening at 6:15 at Russell Hall.  Will have a soap making demonstration at 7:30 pm – 4th floor IC.  Poster session is at 5-6 pm this afternoon - 4th floor of IC.  Sessions begin tomorrow at 7:30 am.  Went over the events for the Saturday presentations.  

Order of events tomorrow for the Luncheon:

a.  Award ceremony/Luncheon (12:00-1:00) 

b.  Business MTG (following Lunch)


f.  2016 Travel Award Recipients (Susan Kirkpatrick Smith).
Seven students won travel awards.  This award is to encourage attendance of students at the entire conference and lunch.


g.  2017 Young Harris College Local Arrangements Update. (Paul Arnold)

Still working on the contract, arrangements and invitation letter from the College.  Dr. Eric Lander was invited as keynote speaker, but declined.  Investigating other speaker options.  JHC local arrangement committee will try to limit the conference to two facilities.  Parking may be an issue as will accommodations within a ten-mile radius.  Bob McDonough asked about vendors and Susan said that there had been vendors at the Annual meeting at Kennesaw State, but they were not happy since they did not have a great deal of traffic due to time constraints.  On-line registration was mentioned by Javier – could Young-Harris accommodate both registration and lodging arrangements by online means?

h.  Other Business – 

(1) The President indicated the need to look at possible 2018 Meeting 

venues.  West Georgia is investigating whether they might host.

(2) Javier Hasbun stated that reviewers are needed for the Georgia 

Journal of Science.  The Council was asked to consider how we can expand the reviewer base.

(3) Science Education asked if presentations can be done on work that 

is not yet completed-we have a mechanism in place and that was discussed.  

(4) The President spoke about endowments that could be used to 

defray costs of the conference, fund research, etc.  Linda Jones asked if we could place a request for donations on our membership renewal forms. Tax deductible status would need to be considered.

3. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 pm.
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